
The Pacesetter
A quarterly publication of the Prairie Striders

Vol. 16, No. 3 Brookings, S.D. September 2019

50 years of running together 

By Andrea Schmidt
Special to the Pacesetter

Whether	you	are	a	mem-
ber	 of	 Prairie	 Striders	 or
someone	 who	 just	 enjoys
running,	 if	 you	 raced	 in	 the
Brookings	 Marathon	 or
jogged	 the	Hobo	Day	 5K	 for
fun,	 you	 have	 been	 part	 of
the	 Prairie	 Striders	 experi-
ence.	

No	 matter	 how	 Prairie
Striders	has	 influenced	your
life,	your	invited	to	celebrate
the	 club’s	 50th	 anniversary
after	 the	 Jackrabbit	 15
Saturday,	 Sept.	 28.	 The	 fes-
tivities	 begin	 at	 11	 	 a.m.	 at
the	 South	 Dakota	 Art
Museum	 just	 north	 of	 the	 finish	 line	 at	 SDSU’s	 Coughlin
Campanile.	

The	 anniversary	 party	will	 feature	 SDSU	 ice	 cream,	 cake
and	door	prizes.	At	11:45	a.m.,	a	program	will	feature	Prairie
Striders	 leaders	 from	 yesterday	 and	 today.	 Dellas	 Cole,	 of
Brookings	Radio,	will	be	emcee	for	panelists:
•	Bob	Bartling,	charter	member	and	first	president
•	Jay	Dirksen,	club	founder
•	Lou	Eggebraaten,	first	female	president
•	Tom	Bezdicheck,	past	president
•	Matt	Bien,	past	president,	marathon	director	since	2007
•	Shari	Landmark,	past	president	and	longtime	race	director

Prairie	Striders:	Heart	and	soul	of	Brookings	running
Prairie	Striders	 started	with	 just	10	runners	on	Sept.	12,

1969,	in	the	basement	of	the	Barn	on	the	South	Dakota	State
University	campus.	 It	was	 the	brainchild	of	 then	SDSU	track
coach	Jay	Dirksen	to	promote	running	and	jogging	for	fun,	fit-
ness	and	fellowship.	

The	first	president	was	the	indomitable	Bob	Bartling,	who
at	age	93,	is	still	an	active	member	and	the	club	librarian.

In	the	early	days	of	Prairie	Striders,	runners	were	still	an
oddity	in	Brookings.	There	were	only	10	original	members	–
some	 young,	 serious	 runners,	 and	 others	 that	would	 run	 in
alleys	or	at	night	to	avoid	drivers	who	weren’t	used	to	them
on	the	roadways.	

50	years	-	big	changes
Today,	there	are	259	members	who	hail	from	Brookings	to

Beaverton,	Oregon.	Most	are	from	South	Dakota,	but	you	can
find	Prairie	Striders	in	20	states	and	one	Canadian	province.
The	 group	 organizes	 11	 racing	 events	 –	 from	one	mile	 to	 a
marathon	–	and	social	runs	throughout	the	year.	

Among	those	races	is	the	Jackrabbit	15,	a	race	that’s	even
older	 than	 Prairie	 Striders.	 Again,	 we	 can	 thank	 the	 SDSU
cross	country	team	for	beginning	this	tradition.	The	Jack	15	is
a	15.2-mile	race	from	White	to	the	Campanile.	It	was	first	run
by	the	1963	cross	country	team	as	a	training	run.	Today,	it’s
the	oldest	road	race	in	the	Midwest.	This	year’s	57th	running
precedes	the	anniversary	party.

The	 relationship	 between	 Prairie	 Striders	 at	 the	 SDSU
cross	country	and	track	teams	is	still	very	healthy.	Club	mem-
bers	often	volunteer	at	meets,	and	the	Striders	have	even	pur-
chased	team	equipment.	

The	 club	 also	 funds	 a	 scholarship	 each	year	 for	 an	 SDSU
distance	runner.	Now	called	the	Prairie	Striders/Phil	LaVallee
Memorial	Scholarship,	the	club	undertook	a	fundraising	drive
to	 further	 endow	 the	 scholarship	 in	 recognition	 of	 Prairie
Striders’	 golden	 anniversary.	 The	 final	 total	 on	 the	 drive	 to
$75,000	will	be	announced	at	the	anniversary	party.	

Get	involved!
It	is	very	easy	to	get	involved	in	Prairie	Striders.	The	year-

ly	dues	are	still	just	$5.	Members	receive	a	quarterly	newslet-
ter	and	provide	support	to	the	local	running	community.	

If	 you	 know	 someone	who	wants	 to	 join	Prairie	 Striders
before	 the	 big	 celebration,	 go	 to	 www.prairiestraiders.net,
and	click	on	“join	the	club”	in	the	upper	righthand	corner.

Striders to mark golden anniversary 

Prairie Striders formed in 1969 and started staging races

shortly thereafter, It now sponsors 11 races plus a social

run. One of its most popular is the Hobo Day 5K, shown

here in 2015. This year’s event is Oct. 5.

50th anniversary party
Saturday, Sept. 28, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
South Dakota Art Museum on campus

Treats: SDSU ice cream, cake, nuts, drinks

Door prizes: Prairie Striders shirts, socks,

2019 marathon glasses, Hobo Day mugs

Attire: Vintage apparrel from Prairie Striders

races (optional)


